Life 1sn’t a romantic
comedy, but that’s OK

By Elaina Sabatine

N THE HOLI-
DAY THAT
GLORIFIES

impracticalities
(namely, shelling
out for roses that
will wilt two days
later), I'm taking a
boldly unprecedent-
ed stand. Starting
now, I'm swearing
off romantic come-
dies in their ridicu-
lous entirety.

Yes, I am aware this is going to be
tough. For girls, watching romantic
comedies is a harder habit to kick than
nicotine, but for my sanity’s sake, I must
try. I know these movies need to be
taken with a grain (or, in most cases, a
pound) of salt, but watching them only
makes me frustrated. Why doesn’t my
boyfriend understand the necessity of
throwing rocks at my window in the
middle of the night? Or of standing on
my lawn with a boom box over his head?

I'm getting the sneaking suspicion
that my life is nothing like a chick flick.

For starters, there isn’t a constant
flow of witty dialogue that takes place
between me and my friends, who also
don’t happen to double as my insanely
attractive supporting cast (no offense,
girls). Good things rarely happen to me
at the stroke of midnight, and, to the
best of my knowledge, I don’t have some
all-knowing audience that has figured
out exactly what or who will make me
happiest (although, if you do happen to
be a bystander that sees what life choic-
es I should be making, please feel free).

Deep down, in some heavily
repressed part of our subconscious, all
girls know romantic comedies aren’t

MY OPINION

real, but that doesn’t stop us from hop-
ing. And therein lies the problem.

Let’s face it, girls. It’s just not going to
happen. And I can’t continue to let these
crafty sobfests trick me into believing
otherwise. The truth is, our real knights
in shining armor are the utterly clue-
less, sports-crazed goofballs all around
us. But let me share with you one of
life’s best-kept secrets: They are great.
And they really do want to make us as
happy as Cinderella at the ball, even if
they can’t quite figure out how.

Simply put: Just because something
isn’t perfect doesn’t mean it still can’t be
precisely what we’re looking for. So
when we do meet Prince Not-As-Charm-
ing-As-We’d-Hoped (unfortunately, not
by locking eyes across a crowded room
or by getting tangled up in dog leashes
while walking in Central Park), we won’t
have to feel the inevitable letdown for
which romantic comedies set us up.

If we spend our lives holding out for a
guy who, after meeting us two days ago,
freezes to death in sub-zero waters
while we safely float on some driftwood,
we’ll only wind up old and wrinkly with
nothing to show for it. [Disclaimer: This
next part is the extremely sappy ending
meant to restore your faith in humanity.]

So in the spirit of Saint Valentine, let’s
try to remember the real reasons why
we come together and fall in love — not
the hyped-up imitations that are fed to
us in the movies. Let’s ditch the Holly-
wood glam and open our hearts to the
real life, everyday possibilities to have
each other at hello, to never have to say
we’re sorry and to never let go, Jack,
never let go.
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Valentine’s Day weekend

SEXY

Four whole days to honor you, yo.
points: 9 comparable to: One word: Roses.

Will Ferrell entertains at BJC
We’ve always said Venues could use more cowbell.
points: 8 comparable to: (Hot) Chocolate

HOT

Theater draws flak for showing 'Vagina Monologues'
Vagina. Vagina, vagina, vagina. Uncomfortable yet?
points: 2 comparable to: Those lockets where you each wear half of a heart

UGLY

No classes canceled or delayed Monday or Tuesday
FUGLY Tip for Old Main: Every once in a while, take a look outside.

points: 1 comparable to: Ring Pop

STATE COLLEGE’S SEXINESS THIS WEEK:

MEH

overall average: 5 comparable to: Meaningful conversation

Elaina Sabatine is a freshman majoring in adver-
tising and public relations and a visual arts
reporter for The Daily Collegian. Her e-mail is
ems5209@psu.edu.

Reunited and it feels so good:
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“I’'d hook up with my
crush's twin because I
am a twin and ... the
twins I know are pretty
hot. I'd do it.”

Matthew High
junior-secondary education

“If they are twins then
they look alike, so you
know what, at least I get

a little portion of him.”
Erica Panico
junior-journalism

WOULD YOU RATHER:

ACCIDENTALLY HOOK UP WITH YOUR CRUSH’S TWIN OR HAVE YOUR BEST FRIEND HOOK UP WITH YOUR CRUSH?

forgiving.”

“Have my best friend
hook up with my crush,
I think I could be more

Shannon McErlean
sophomore-animal science

“...Hook up with y
crush’s twin ... you can
always call it a bit of a

mistake and, I don’t
know, maybe switch.”

Jill Decker
freshman-architecture

“Anything that gets me
action.”

John Draskovic
senior-physics

“I don't want my best
friend messing around
with my girl at all.”

Ryan Lincul
junior-agricultural business
management
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