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Whether you’re an uptown girl or a
piano man, you won’t have to go to
extremes to find a show for yourself this
weekend. Movin’ Out, an American tale
set to the music of one of the nation’s
most “American” artists, is coming to
Eisenhower Auditorium.

With Tony Award-winning choreogra-
phy by Twyla Tharp, Movin’ Out features
24 signature songs by Billy Joel as it fol-
lows five lifelong friends from Long Island
through their experiences during the
Vietnam War that turn their world upside
down.

It’s an American story; one with which
the parents of many college students

today could easily relate. Additionally,
it’s a story that befits Joel’s

music.
Kenneth Womack,

professor of arts
and humani-
ties at Penn
S t a t e

A l t o o n a ,
s a i d

Joel’s music has been so popular over the
years because it is reflective of the coun-
try’s cultural progression.

His music has followed the history of
America.

“For the entirety of his career [Joel]
has been distinctly an American pop
artist,” Womack said. “His career is like
the history of American pop music. He
has gone through the phases — straight
rock to ’60s pop and R&B to smooth, easy
listening to a new wave experimentation.”

Karolina Blonski, the dancer who plays
Judy, said the show is referred to as a
“rock ballet” — the story is told through
the movement of the dancers’ bodies.
Most of the choreography has a jazzy feel,
she said, that is very modern and sharp.

“[Movin’ Out] is very different from any
other musical. We call it a rock ballet.
There is no dialogue; only a seven-piece
band above us playing and singing the
music while we tell the story through
dance,” Blonski said.

Amy Katz, publicist for the tour, said
the “American experience” of growing up
on Long Island during the war doesn’t
mean the show will only touch those with
heritage stateside.

“What we see them experience are
issues that we even experience today,”
Katz said. “If you take the American out,
the issues you are left with are very uni-

versal at heart: pain, love, redemption.”
Having debuted in October 2002,

Movin’ Out is coming to the Center for
the Performing Arts (CPA) as a part of
the Broadway series.

Laura Sullivan, marketing and commu-
nication director for CPA, said it is always
looking for new Broadway shows to bring
to State College.

“We especially wanted to get this show
because of its popularity. It also hasn’t
been in the area before, and I think the
connection to Joel will really help to bring
people,” Sullivan said.

There will be three performances of
the show this weekend. Womack said this
musical has been so popular because it
has built in hits that the audience is
already familiar with and that may have
soundtracked pivotal moments in their
lives.

“Like the ABBA show, Mamma Mia!,
the audience is predisposed to the music
and the enjoyment. These musicals have
already won over the audience before
they try,” Womack said. “They serve as
nostalgia vehicles for baby boomers. It’s a
chance for them to reconnect with the hit
songs they are familiar with.”

Katz said there have been no changes
to the show, which started on Broadway
and is now on its second tour, with Tharp
directing all three productions.

She said Tharp did not cut any scenes
nor dumb down the choreography.

“Some think a touring show is not as
good as a Broadway show,” Katz said.
“But for a tour, every night is opening
night somewhere so they have to work
hard. It keeps them on their toes.”

The concept behind the show was con-
ceived by choreographer Tharp, who felt
so strongly about the idea that she start-
ed working with dancers before she spoke
with Joel about using his music.

“The main character in the show is the
piano man telling the story, but sorry, it’s
not going to be Billy Joel,” Sullivan said.
“The show is so physically demanding
that there are actually two complete sets
of casts in case they have to switch day to
day.”

Blonski credits the show’s success to
its originality. She said it is the first of its
kind to attract large audiences.

“It’s completely different and it’s work-
ing so well. I think it was genius of Tharp
to take characters out of [Joel’s] songs
and build a story around them,” Blonski
said. “And it appeals to all types of audi-
ences whether you love dancing or you
are a lifelong fan of Billy Joel’s. It’s a story
about love, friendship and forgiveness
with a happy ending.”

Lauren Thumm (senior-nursing) said
growing up, she was a fan of Joel, and her

interest in the show stems from her life-
long interest in the choreography.

She is attending the show with her
Interfraternity/Panhellenic Dance
Marathon (Thon) group, the Student
Nursing Association of Pennsylvania, and
its Thon family, whose child has grown up
a dancer.

“I heard the choreography is awe-
some,” Thumm said. “I love the dancing
aspect of musicals, which I share with our
Thon child. She loves dancing and even
after she was diagnosed, she continued to
attend dance class, so this is a great
opportunity to enjoy the show together.” 

Womack said the mixing of the two gen-
res, popular music and musical theater,
works perfectly with Joel’s music.

“It’s a marriage made in heaven,
almost,” Womack said. “Joel’s songs are
about three minutes long, which is the
perfect length to fit the genre of musical
theatre. It’s not too drawn out to lose the
attention of the audience.”

Sara Ross (junior-nursing) said her
decision to attend the show was a sponta-
neous one, adding that she hopes her
interest in Billy Joel and the show will
increase after seeing the performance.

“I thought I might as well live it up and
see the show since you’re only at Penn
State for four years,” Ross said, adding
that performing in 13 musicals through-

out middle school and high school made
her understand the hard work theater
requires. 

Blonski described the show’s costum-
ing as intense.

“I personally have 10 costume changes,
which seems like a lot; but the ensemble
of boys and girls have almost 20,” Blonski
said. “It looks collected on stage, but
backstage everyone is running around.” 

Sullivan said ticket sales have been
very “brisk,” with sales moving quickly
since Christmas.

“We got it on a weekend, which is
great,” Sullivan said. “I think after Fri-
day’s show people will be talking and
more will come on Saturday. I would
advise everyone to call in advance instead
of waiting for tickets.”

Joe McCarthy, Richard Nixon, Studebaker......
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If you go
What: Movin’ Out
When: 8 p.m. Friday, 2 and 8 p.m.
Saturday
Where: Eisenhower Auditorium
Details: Tickets are $38 and $44 for
University Park students, $48 and $54
for adults and $43 and $49 for show-
goers 18 and younger.

‘Movin’ Out’ pays tribute to Billy Joel, chronicles Americans’ coming of age


