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Lions look to avenge 2003 blowout at MSU
By Sirage Yassin

COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER | suy114@psu.edu

On a cold and very forgettable day for
Penn State fans, close to two years ago
now, Michigan State all but lowered the
coffin on arguably the worst Penn State
football season ever.

It was Nov. 22, 2003, the last time the
Nittany Lions visited East Lansing,
Mich. The Lions came into the day with
only three wins and eight losses to that
point in the season, and this was the
final game.

There would be no fourth victory.

The Lions scored the first three
points that day. Going on the road with-
in your conference and tallying the
game’s initial score is usually a good
sign. Sadly enough, the Spartans would
put up the next 41 points.

There was artificial turf on the Spar-
tan Stadium surface; since then it has
been replaced with grass. Zack Mills
was at quarterback, Maurice Humphrey
— remember him? — was at wide
receiver. Humphrey scored the only
Lions touchdown late in the fourth quar-
ter. That was the last time the former
Lions wide receiver would play colle-

giate football. It is just a bit of symbol-
ism of how much things have changed.

Alan Zemaitis was there, too.
“It stayed with me a little bit,” the

senior cornerback said of the defeat. “I
think it stayed with everybody, really.
[This week] We’re not talking about
when we beat them last year, we’re talk-
ing about how they beat us in East
Lansing two years ago.”

The downside to college football,
unlike the National Football League, is
the chances for revenge — amongst
active players — must occur within a
four to five-year period.

This season, the Lions have been
dishing out payback to teams, media
and doubters alike who’d written them
off since the turn of this century. 

“There’s no personal things at stake
this week,” linebacker Tim Shaw said.
“It’s all about what we want to accom-
plish as a team.”

The Lions have an opportunity to
secure an automatic BCS bowl bid with
a win, not to mention at least a share of
the Big Ten title. 

With a win, Michigan State is just try-
ing to secure a bowl appearance, the
same way it tried to a year ago when it

entered Beaver Stadium and lost.
How ironic? The Lions had three wins

coming into that game as well. The only
difference is they would finish, this time,
with a fourth in the win column. The
Lions had just come off of a dramatic
win at Indiana fueled by their now
famous goal-line stand.

But the Spartans still didn’t respect
them, evident by the level of trash talk-
ing aimed in the Lions direction even
before the game started.

The Lions should expect somewhat of
a motivated Spartans team tomorrow. It

See REVENGE, Page 16.

By Tim Ford
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER | tford@psu.edu

Michigan State quarterback Drew
Stanton has said, “You can’t stop the
spread. The spread stops itself.” Yet,
already this season, the Penn State
football team managed to stop three
teams who run college football’s “it”
scheme.

Central Michigan, Northwestern and
Purdue all tried to keep the Nittany
Lions defense off-balance with multiple
receiver looks, and the Spartans
offense, when it’s chugging along, could
be the best spread offense the Lions
have faced.

“We played the spread not once, not
twice, but numerous times, so it’s noth-
ing new,” cornerback Alan Zemaitis
said. 

“The spread offense, it’s a really good
plan of attack, and we’ve played it
before, but you have to be disciplined.
You have to be very physical and
swarm to the ball.”

That may be, but the Lions have
never seen a spread quite like this. The
Spartans are fifth in the country in total
offense, averaging 506.9 yards per
game, eighth in passing efficiency and
14th in scoring offense, averaging 35
points per game.

With an offense like Michigan State’s,
defenses are continually guessing

which weapon will get the ball next and
that limits the schemes a defensive
coordinator can use.

“You can’t really play a lot of man to a
spread offense because with all the
wide receivers there just aren’t enough
cover people to play the receivers, and
you have to play a lot of zone,” Zemaitis
said.

Even when a defense sits back in
zone coverage, the Spartans can still
find the cracks.

“With all the routes they run with it, it
creates a lot of windows in between
zones,” Zemaitis said. 

“When an offense gets hot, they hot.
Like he said, the only thing that can
stop it is itself. You have to physically
dominate the game if you can because
there’s a lot of finesse in the spread
offense. You can slow [Stanton] down
that way and force him to make a lot of
mistakes.”

Stanton doesn’t make a lot of mis-
takes, though. 

He’s only thrown eight interceptions
all season, while throwing 21 touch-
downs and rushing for four.

Other Spartans though, have suc-
cumbed to the curse of mediocrity that
often strikes talented Michigan State
teams.

“We have to go out there with the
idea that we are looking at athletes and
not guys that, maybe, put the ball on
the ground or have a field goal blocked
because they only had 10 guys on the
field as they did against Ohio State in
the last play of the game and that kind
of thing,” Lions coach Joe Paterno said.

The Spartans have struggled on both
sides of the ball for the past two weeks,
losing both games when a win would
have garnered bowl eligibility. 

After starting off the season 4-0,
including a road win at Notre Dame,
the Spartans have gone 1-5, but the
Lions are still wary of the threat Stan-
ton’s spread offense poses.

“They’re still as dangerous as they
were at the beginning of the season,”
Zemaitis said.

“I’m not sure what the reasons are,
but whatever those reasons are, they’re
going to come out as a totally different
team the last two weeks.”

Spartans stumble
after stellar start

Kathryn MacNeil/Collegian

Penn State senior Alan Zemaitis (21) snags an interception in the back of the end zone against Wisconsin on Nov. 5.

Another spread ‘O’ awaits

W HEN
PEOPLE
HEAR

“Penn State vs.
Michigan State,”
they shudder with
awe. The
pageantry. The
emotion. The ran-
domness.

For some rea-
son, the Nittany
Lions and the
Spartans play
every single year now, and every sin-
gle year something that might be con-
strued as rivalrous happens. (Yes, I
made up that word. If people can
invent arbitrary rivalries, then I can
invent words.)

Some examples of the ridiculous-
ness:

— The longest punt ever by an
opponent against Penn State (Spar-
tans punter Craig Jarrett’s 81-yard
kaboom in 1998).

— Four of the largest losing point

differentials in Lions history came at
the hands of the Spartans (33-0 in
1945, 42-8 in 1966, 49-14 in 1997 and 41-
10 in 2003).

— The Lions and the Spartans’
combined point total average is 66
points, and only twice was a team able
to win when scoring less than 35
points.

As if that wasn’t enough to convince
you of the enormity of this game’s
nonsensical grandeur, there’s also the
unofficial “Ugliest Trophy in NCAA
Div. I College Football” at stake. It’s
only fitting that two universities origi-
nally founded to make farmers less
dumb would fight over a large and
unrefined block of wood.

It’s cool, though. Alan Zemaitis is
pumped up.

“We look at it as some of the hard-
ware that we need to get back in our
house,” Zemaitis said. “We collected
that bell from Minnesota, and now the
Land Grant Trophy — we want to
keep that in our house.”

The Governor’s Victory Bell now
resides back in the Lasch Football 

See COLUMN: FORD, Page 16.

By Sirage Yassin
COLLEGIAN STAFF WRITER | suy114@psu.edu

Michigan State had the entire coun-
try fooled. Again.

The Spartans had gone on the road
and beaten a resurgent Notre Dame
team, 44-41 in overtime back on Sept.
17. They were not expected to beat the
Irish, much less be competitive,
because at the time, Notre Dame was
glowing again, off of two impressive
wins against unpredictable Pittsburgh
and likely Big Ten title favorite Michi-
gan.

But in recent memory, the Spartans
have developed a reputation as a team
that could give unbeaten USC a run for
its winning streak on any particular
Saturday, then play down to the level of
a far-less-than-mediocre team the fol-
lowing week.

So when they left South Bend, Ind.,
with an early season victory against
the Irish, there was presumably a let-
down soon to follow. Illinois was the

next opponent and at the time the
Fighting Illini were 2-1, but still recog-
nized amongst the bottom tier in the
conference. The Spartans fought off
that notion, going into Champaign, Ill.,
and easily handled them 61-14.

They were 4-0 at that point, and the
experts all but handed them the Big
Ten title before September was fin-
ished. With his surprising play, quar-
terback Drew Stanton stole the heart
of the state away from Michigan quar-
terback Chad Henne. Statistically,
Stanton was among the best in the
nation and had won the Heisman tro-
phy given for a third of a season’s work.

Five out of six disastrous losses
later, it has comically become the same
sad story about Michigan State: give it
time, and its true identity will begin to
take shape.

“It is not a question of talent or
coaching,” Penn State football coach
Joe Paterno said about the Spartans
drought. “When you watch them play,

See SPARTANS, Page 16.

By Tim Ford

MY OPINION

On the Web
For coverage of the men’s volleyball
and men’s cross country teams visit
www.collegian.psu.edu.

“They’re still as dangerous as they were at the
beginning of the season.”

Alan Zemaitis
Penn State cornerback

‘Rivalrous’ game
full of surprises
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